The Role of Collective Scaffolding for Second Language Learners: A Study of Students at Different Proficiency Levels of the Spanish Language by Schwartz, Sarah & Isabelli, Faculty Advisor, Christina
Illinois Wesleyan University
Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference 2006, 17th Annual JWP Conference
Apr 8th, 2:35 PM - 3:35 PM
The Role of Collective Scaffolding for Second
Language Learners: A Study of Students at




Christina Isabelli, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by The Ames Library, the Andrew W. Mellon Center for Curricular and Faculty
Development, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digital Commons @ IWU by
the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.
Sarah Schwartz and Christina Isabelli, Faculty Advisor, "The Role of Collective Scaffolding for Second Language Learners:
A Study of Students at Different Proficiency Levels of the Spanish Language" (April 8, 2006). John Wesley Powell Student
Research Conference. Paper 7.
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2006/posters2/7
THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2006 
Poster Presentation P68 
THE ROLE OF COLLECTIVE SCAFFOLDING FOR SECOND LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS: A STUDY OF STUDENTS AT DIFFERENT PROFICIENCY 
LEVELS OF THE SPANISH LANGUAGE 
Sarah Schwartz and Christina Isabelli* 
HispanicStudies Department, Illinois Wesleyan University 
Many studies (R. Donato ( 1 994), B. Adair-Hauck and R. Donato ( 1 994), and C. 
Kinginger (2002)), have focused on the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) (L.S. 
Vygotsky). In the ZPD, students of a second langUage will learn through interaction with 
a more experienced speaker, a process called scaffolding. While Vygotsky studied 
scaffolding between a student and a more advanced speaker, this study ponders the 
success of scaffolding between students of similar proficiency levels. To study this, 1 pair 
from each of 3 different levels of Spanish will be studied for their uses of negotiation of 
meaning (interactions that take place when a misunderstanding occurs). The findings may 
show scaffolding can occur between students but only at upper levels of proficiency, 
which may help educators in creating activities for their students. 
